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STEM Exploration Night
Over 2,750 attend for fun STEM activities  

and learn about STEM careers
Generations of our scholars will have technology 

experiences interwoven into every aspect of 
their lives. In the past thirty years, classes have 
had the cooking timer, graphing calculator, and the 
first IBM laptop. Now our students have hands-
free calling, voice command music devices, and 
on demand 3D printing of machine parts. We are 
preparing our students to be technology literate, 
a skill required in today’s college and career 
environments, a need that will continue into the 
future.

Thanks to our voters, the replacement technology 
levy approved in February 2016 supports our 
student-scholars being future ready. The levy 
provides a consistent source of local funding that 
allows the district to update and maintain devices 
and technology support in our schools. Here are 
some key highlights with the progress we’ve made 
because of your support:

Student Technology Access & Opportunities
• Implement access to computers for students at 

a 4:1 ratio at all schools. 
• Maintain a 1:1 ratio computer environment at 

district designated STEM/STEAM* Project-Based 
Learning Lighthouse Demonstration Schools. 

• Expand STEM/STEAM courses and pathway 
offerings at all schools by integrating computer 
science into the core curriculum along with after 
school and summer programs that include First 
Robotics, Hour of Code, and Sphero robotics. 

• Hold a STEM Exploration Night focusing on 
connecting thousands of scholars to career paths 
with scholar project presentations, hands-on 
student activities, STEM Film Festival, and 
partnerships with over 80 businesses, colleges 
and more.

Teacher Devices and Professional 
Development
• Provide professional development focused on 

intentional technology tool use and technology 
learning standards within the learning 
environment including our Beginning Teacher 
Assistance Program and Technology Summer 
Institute. 

• Offer online, in person, and blended learning 
technology integrated professional development 
for teachers and staff to support anywhere, 
anytime access. 

• Provide district wide support of software that 
allows productivity and creative suite products 
for all scholars and staff.

Infrastructure and wireless network
• Double the speed and capacity of every school’s 

network connections and increase the district’s 
internet connection. 

• Replace and upgrade the district’s core routers.
• Replace the entire virtual server infrastructure 

and expand online and onsite storage 
environments. 

• Upgrade to Windows 10 and expand 
our district connection to the Office 365 
platform.

• Replace over 500 Wi-Fi access points across the 
district. 

The technology levy helps prepare our scholars to 
compete for 21st century high-wage, high-demand 
careers. Also, it provides professional development 
and technology to our teachers so they can utilize 
best practices and effective technology use. 

We know our scholars have talents, experiences, and 
ideas to change the world across multiple career 
pathways. Thank you to our voters for your 
support of the technology levy!

*  STEM refers to the subject areas of Science,   
 Engineering, Technology, and Mathematics.  
 STEAM incorporates the arts. 

“I really believe that STEM has the power to bring 
together the entire world,” shared Mayela, 11th grader 

from Thomas Jefferson High School. “STEM communicates 
throughout everything. It’s not like reading different 

languages and speaking different languages, it’s more 
like speaking one language which may be code, it may be 

speaking wiring stuff. It’s just really universal.”

Sasha, 10th grader at Federal Way 
High shared why STEM is important: 
“Because it shows you what kinds of 
careers you can do in the future and 
gives you an outlook.”

“I’m really excited going around looking at all booths and all 
of the different STEM opportunities that Federal Way Public 
Schools has to offer. Last year when I went, I saw a lot of 
water robots, the robots that went into the water and other 
programs that I found really intriguing,” said Luke, 12th 
grader from Thomas Jefferson High School.

New this year to the event 
was the STEM Exploration 
Night Film Festival, which 

premiered scholar produced 
films about “Everyday 

STEM.” Films focused on 
topics from an advertisement 

for an internet browser to a 
public service announcement.

“Technically you 
can paint art,  
you can draw art, 
but technology 
kind of gives 
it another 
perspective of 
how to make 
it,” said Jaylen, 
eighth grader at 
Sequoyah.

STEM Expo offered fun STEM 
activities and career exploration 

with over 90 booths present.

PREPARE FOR A BRIGHT STEM FUTURE

to the  
thousands of 
scholars, families and 
community members 
who attended our 
third annual STEM 
Exploration Night! 

Thank you

FWPS offers many opportunities for scholars to 
explore STEM careers in our region such as emergency 
medical technician, engineer, software developer, 
computer systems analyst, biomedical technician, 
web developer, machinist, and so much more.

On March 27, 2019, 
thousands of Federal Way 
Public Schools (FWPS) 
scholars, families, and 

community members attended the 
third annual STEM Exploration 
Night at Federal Way High School. 
This event welcomed attendees of all 
ages to experience career pathways in 
science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM). 

New this year, was a focus on 
“Everyday STEM,” which involved 
Everyday STEM vehicles and 
Everyday STEM booths. In addition, 
scholar-produced films on the topic of 
“Everyday STEM” were showcased at 
the event. Another highlight was the 
Diversity in STEM panel, which gave 
scholars the opportunity to hear from 
STEM professionals from various 
organizations. Returning activities 
included the Microsoft Experience 
Room, Sphero Golf Courses, Hack- 
a-thon, and a Chess Tournament. 

Similar to previous years, there were 
more than 90 booths filled with 
representatives from local STEM 
companies and higher education 
programs including Boeing, 
Microsoft Xbox, Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Research Center, University 
of Washington Tacoma and American 
Society of Civil Engineers. 

We’re excited 

about all of the 

opportunities 

our scholars had 

to interact with 

leaders of industry 

in the fields of 

science, technology, 

engineering and 

mathematics. 

We know that 

the Seattle area 

has so many job 

opportunities that  

we want our 

scholars here in 

Federal Way to take 

advantage of.  

This STEM 

Expo experience 

can make a big 

difference for 

scholars’ futures.”

D R . TA M M Y  C A M P B E L L , 
S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

CREATING FUTURE READY STUDENTS: 
ENGAGED TODAY,  

READY FOR TOMORROW
Update on the district’s technology levy

Washington state ranks 
#1 nationally in the 

concentration of STEM 
related jobs and 70 percent 

of the high-demand, 
family-wage careers will 
require a postsecondary 

credential by 2030.
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EDUCATORS RECEIVE “BECAUSE OF  
YOU” AWARD AT BOARD MEETINGS 

Educators do extraordinary things 
for our scholars and schools each 
day. To recognize these difference-

makers, scholars nominate Federal Way 
Public School staff for the “Because of 
You” award who have had a positive 
influence and impact on scholars, their 
school, or their community. Nominations 
are reviewed and selected by the 
Superintendent’s Scholar Advisory team, 
and each month staff members are 
honored at a board meeting.

Check out the educators who recently 
received the “Because of You” award! 
For information about how each of 

these educators is making 
a difference visit 

www.fwps.org/
becauseofyou.

How are messages of positivity shared at 
Totem Middle School? Not just through 
scholar and staff conversations, but on 

murals throughout the school. Both scholars 
and staff were excited to arrive at Totem 
following winter break to see the addition 
of ten inspiring wall murals throughout the 
hallways. Seventeen volunteers joined Totem 
Middle School parent Erica Bogdan and 
painted the murals to spread messages of 

positivity every day.
“The mural project 
represents the 
community’s support 
for all students at 
Totem,” said Erica 
Bogdan, Totem 
Middle School parent. 

“It’s all about making 
sure each child 

TOTEM MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MURALS SPREAD POSITIVITY

N
ew this school year in Federal Way Public 
Schools (FWPS) is a nationally recognized 
Project Lead the Way biomedical program 
that offers scholars hands-on experiences 

in the health sciences field. The program incorporates 
current science standards in a four-year curriculum 
that integrates problem-solving approaches to learning. 

Currently offered at three FWPS high schools, the 
program helps prepare scholars for high-wage, high-
demand careers in health sciences. In these courses, 
scholars approach learning by playing the role of a 
biomedical professional who explores the prevention, 
diagnosis and treatment of disease. Scholars work 
collaboratively to investigate and design innovative 
solutions to the health challenges of the 21st century, 
similar to those working in the health sciences 
profession.

New biomedical program offers 
scholars hands-on experiences  
in health sciences field

Literacy, the ability to read, write, speak, and listen, is an important 
focus in Federal Way Public Schools. Commonly referred to as English 
Language Arts (ELA), FWPS is measuring its progress in strategic 

plan Goal 1: the early years, to ensure all third graders are proficient readers. 

According to the Annie E. Casey Foundation, “Investing in the first eight 
years is critical for children to succeed, both in school and in life…children 
who read proficiently by the end of third grade are far more likely to graduate 
from high school and have successful careers.” (2013, The First Eight Years 
Policy Report) Data shows that one in six scholars who are not reading on 
grade level by the end of third grade will not graduate on time. 

FWPS is taking clear steps towards its goal to ensure all third graders are 
meeting or exceeding ELA standards by the end of third grade, including: 

Enterprise Elementary third 
grade scholar Adam shared, “I 
like that we can learn new things 
and go into a different world in 
reading. It’s powerful because 
you are using more vocabulary.” 

Federal Way Public Schools focus on 
literacy is showing signs of progress

“It almost feels like you’re actually learning skills that 
you’re going to use, if you choose to go into any of these 
professions,” said Decatur High School scholar, Noah, 
about his Principles of Biomedical Sciences course. This 
course is the initial course offering in the sequence.

Courses in the Project Lead the Way Biomedical 
sequence are aligned with the Washington State Science 
and Learning Standards and prepare scholars for careers 
such as nursing, biomedicine, and pharmacy. 

The program is part of the Health Sciences and 
Agricultural Sciences pathway, one of the five personalized 
career pathways in FWPS. These pathways include:

• Arts and Communication
• Business and Marketing
• Engineering, Manufacturing  

and Technology
• Health Sciences and  

Agricultural Sciences
• Human Services

Intended to provide a focus for the scholar’s 
learning, personalized career pathways are chosen based 
on the scholar’s interests and their High School and 
Beyond Plan. The pathways provide scholars with the 
technical, academic, and employability skills for success 
in the workplace and in further education.  

The sequence will expand to all four comprehensive 
high schools next school year, with additional courses 
being added each year. This new program supports the 
district’s strategic plan Goal 5: persistence to graduation, 
high school graduation through successful transitions. 
Opportunities like this ensure that every student scholar 
will graduate from high school ready for college, career, 
and post-secondary experiences.
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feels positive 
and a part of 
their school 
community.”

A Totem Middle 
School seventh 
grader said,  

“I was very 
surprised to see 
such a difference 
when I came 
back from 
winter break.  
I love walking 
in to school 
and seeing the 
bright colors 
and positive 
messages.” 

We are lucky to have parents and community 
partners who invest their time and talents to make a 
difference for our scholars in support of strategic plan 
Goal 2: whole child: thriving, confident, responsible 
individuals.

For more 
information visit 
www.fwps.org/

pathways

FWPS is strategically allocating resources to support scholars with their 
reading. As the data shows, the early years are critical for scholars to 
be ready for college, career and life. Currently 43 percent of FWPS 
kindergarten students come to FWPS ready for school. To support our 
youngest scholars, over the next two years, FWPS will ensure every 
kindergarten classroom has a part-time para-educator trained to support 
literacy and mathematics learning. 

FWPS teachers expect each scholar to make at least one year’s growth 
in reading levels every year. Each student spends thirty minutes each 
day reading and receiving individual instruction focused on individual 
reading goals. These goals are small steps of learning that scholars need 
to take in order to meet grade level reading standards.

FWPS is providing scholars with high quality curriculum.  
In school year 2016–17, grades K–5 began using a complete 
literacy curriculum for the first time in twenty years. Scholars 
are provided with engaging and relevant units of study. In third 
grade, our scholars connect with the stories of children who are 
learning to read around the world in the unit, “How Books Are 
Brought to Children Around the World.” While reading stories 
and informational text, our third graders are thinking about big 
questions like: “What is the power of education and reading?” 
and “How does where people live in the world affect how they 
access reading and books?”

Through implementing a common 
curriculum and supporting each 
scholar as an individual, FWPS 
is seeing gains in achievement at 
third grade. Last year, on the state 
third grade ELA Smarter Balanced 
Assessment, FWPS scores rose 
by 4 percent across the district. 
Another way to measure our growth 
is by comparing schools with like 
demographics. Currently, in FWPS, 
we have 11 out of 23 schools scoring 
in ELA above schools with like 
demographics.

How can the community support?

• If you have a child in your life, read 
to and with them.

• Ask young people what books they 
are currently reading.

• If you are able, volunteer in our 
elementary schools as a reader. 
Contact your neighborhood school 
to learn more about becoming a 
volunteer.
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Federal Way Public Schools launched 
the Scholar Art in the City initiative 

to showcase the artistic talents of FWPS 
elementary, middle, and high school 
scholars. The district is partnering with 36 
businesses and organizations to feature art 
and written work created by FWPS scholars 
that rotate on a quarterly basis. For a list of 
participating business and organizations visit 
www.fwps.org/ScholarArtInCity.

After a recent convening  
that included seven colleges 
and universities admissions 

officers, FWPS’ grading system 
received a stamp of approval. This 
panel included admissions officers 
from University of Washington, 
Western Washington University, 
Renton Technical College, Green 
River College, University of Puget 
Sound, Eastern Washington 
University, and Seattle Colleges.

These college admissions officers 
enthusiastically approved our SBGR 
practices. According to Shannon 
Carr, Associate 
Vice President for 
Admissions with 
University of Puget 
Sound (UPS), SBGR 
“eliminates grade 
inflation. It makes 
the grades truer, if 
you will, so it gives 
us in some ways a more accurate 
understanding of the student’s 
capability and ability.” Admissions 
officers shared SBGR helps ensure 
admissions considerations are focused 
on a scholar’s experience with 
rigorous coursework. Karl Smith, 
Associate Vice Chancellor with 
University of Washington Tacoma 
(UWT) said higher education has an 
interest in seeing grades as a measure 
of a student’s academic preparation 
for success in college, and that often a 
traditional grading system indicates, 
“a disconnect between what the 
student’s foundation was and what we 
assumed based on that grade.”   

FWPS’ Standards-Based Grading & Reporting 
receives stamp of approval from college admission officers

Admissions officers also indicated 
FWPS’ implementation of SBGR 
supports students’ ambitions for 
career and college success. They 
spent time reviewing our curriculum 
to better understand how rigor aligns 
to our SBGR system. Shannon Carr 
shared, “Federal Way Public Schools 
[scholars] would be competitive  
in a collegiate environment. I think 
what this [SBGR] allows colleges 
and universities to do is have a really 
clear and strong understanding of the 
mastery of each student across subject 
areas.”

There is data that supports our 
students’ college and career readiness 
and entrance into post-secondary 
institutions. For two consecutive years, 
FWPS is outperforming the state with 
the percent of scholars who enroll in 
two- or four-year college programs.

Our grading system is based on 
research, input from parents and 
community, and supported by experts 
in the field. We are committed 
to ensuring our students’ grades 
accurately reflect their mastery of 
standards. 

For more information, please visit  
www.fwps.org/SBGR.

As a result of the landmark 
McCleary decisions, 
funding for education 

in Washington state has 
dramatically changed. Due 
to these changes, most school 
districts in the state, including 
Federal Way Public Schools, are 
facing budget shortfalls in the 
near future. 

McCleary has significant 
negative impacts on Federal 
Way Public Schools, which are 
tied to the property values in 
our school district. Over the 
next two school years, FWPS 
must make up to $11 million in 
budget reductions, with the bulk 
of the cuts occurring during the 
2019–20 school year, in order to 
remain fiscally responsible while 
continuing to serve our most 
important asset—our scholars.

FWPS will make budget  
changes that have the least 
impact to the classroom and is 
committed to its strategic plan 
and the supports needed to 
ensure all scholars achieve at 
the highest levels. If you have 
questions or would like to learn 
more, contact 253-945-2264 or 
comments@fwps.org.

Budget news

Billy 
McHales, 
Kilo Middle 
School

Federal Way City Hall, Decatur High School

Verrazano’s, Star Lake Elementary

State Farm, Totem Middle School

Asensio Coffee, Sherwood Forest Elementary

CHRIS LESLIE 
DIRECTOR OF BAND AND ORCHESTRAS, 
SEQUOYAH MIDDLE SCHOOL

“On the wall of my classroom, 
we have this statement, ‘we 
have high expectations.’ From 
the very first day my kids step 
foot into the classroom, we talk 
about those expectations.”

LISA SCHMIDT 
DIRECTOR OF ORCHESTRAS, 
ILLAHEE MIDDLE SCHOOL

“This is my twenty-fifth year 
at Illahee. Music education I 
think is really vital. We have 
a particularly strong program 
here and we’re really proud 
of it.”

KASIL BRENNER 
DIRECTOR OF BANDS, 
TOTEM MIDDLE SCHOOL

“Music is a huge part of 
everybody’s culture no matter 
where you come from. Every 
single culture in the world has 
some kind of music background. 
It’s ingrained in us and it’s 
a core part of the human 
experience.”

STEPHEN KENNEDY 
DIRECTOR OF BAND AND ORCHESTRAS, 
TODD BEAMER HIGH SCHOOL

“Todd Beamer High School 
really fosters friendships and 
relationships in the music 
program. It’s a creation of 
something beautiful together.”

In Federal Way Public Schools, 
we value music education, which 

provides our scholars the opportunity 
to learn important life skills such as 
communication and self-expression. We 
are proud to have music educators who 
understand how music can impact our 
scholars in and outside of the classroom 
in each of our middle and high schools. 

Hear from some of our music educators 
about the strong music programs 
in FWPS and how they enrich our 
scholars’ experiences. 

CATHERINE ROLLER 
DIRECTOR OF CHOIR, 
LAKOTA MIDDLE SCHOOL

“Music education not only allows 
students to learn life skills as in 
hard work but also using their 
skills to touch an audience in a 
way that nothing else can.”

DAN HAECK 
DIRECTOR OF BAND AND ORCHESTRAS, 
 SACAJAWEA MIDDLE SCHOOL

“I’ve been here for 16 years. I’ve 
never been anywhere longer 
and so Sacajawea is my home. 
I’m really proud of the work 
that we do here and the music 
that comes out of our students.”

TOM WALWORTH 
DIRECTOR OF ORCHESTRAS AND CHOIR, 
THOMAS JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL

“If you’re going to be an educated 
music consumer, you need to 
have some music education 
first. It highlights cultures. It 
highlights personalities. It 
allows people to have a voice 
they would not normally have.”

STEVE GORRINGE 
DIRECTOR OF ORCHESTRAS AND CHOIR, 
DECATUR HIGH SCHOOL

“I teach music because the 
process of putting music 
together is a beautiful process 
and something that should 
never go by the wayside. It 
should be a fundamental part of 
every child’s education.”

LAURA KEXEL 
DIRECTOR OF ORCHESTRAS AND CHOIR, 
KILO MIDDLE SCHOOL

“These are the classes that ignite 
the spirit, spark the creativity, 
and that make the connections 
between other subject areas.”

CORY MARRIER-LEPPANEN 
DIRECTOR OF BAND AND ORCHESTRAS , 
FEDERAL WAY HIGH SCHOOL 

“Music education is important 
because it really reaches the 
whole child all at once. Kids 
are working on subdivisions 
whether it’s in rhythm and they 
are listening to each other and 
communicating with each other 
not in a vocal language.”

Teaching our scholars  
to be safe, respectful, 
and responsible

Positive Behavioral Intervention 
and Supports—or PBIS—

supports the district’s Goal 2: the 
whole child, thriving, confident 
responsible individuals. PBIS has 
been implemented district-wide to 
promote positive and productive 
behaviors both inside and outside 
the classroom. 

Using PBIS strategies, our 
scholars learn important social 
emotional skills about how to be 
safe, respectful, and responsible. 
Soon, scholars who ride the 
bus will also begin to see PBIS 
principles reinforced on the school 
bus. These bus rules will promote 
safe and respectful behavior using 
the same PBIS concepts taught at 
the school level.

Positive social behavior is essential 
to a scholar’s success, not just in 
school, but also in life. Parents 
and community, we ask for your 
support to remind our scholars 
to be safe, respectful, and 
responsible.

For more information  
visit www.fwps.org. 

S H I N I N G  A  S P O T L I G H T  O N  O U R  E D U C AT O R S

OUR COMMITMENT TO SAFE 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

Music programs enrich scholars’ experiences

Visit www.fwps.org/MusicEd to check out short videos highlighting music education in FWPS, 
featuring these educators and their scholars! You can find them on our Facebook page too.
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CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IN Federal Way Public Schools SPRING 2019
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Construction updates 

DESIGN PHASE 

Thomas Jefferson High

is nearing the completion of the 
design development phase and is 
scheduled to begin construction 
in winter 2020. We’re incorporat-
ing student, staff, and community 
feedback throughout the design 
process, and your next opportu-
nity to share your voice is coming 
up in May 2019. Visit www.fwps.
org/bond for more details.

DESIGN PHASE 

Star Lake Elementary
Totem Middle

We’re moving steadily through 
the design process and incorpo-
rating student, staff and com-
munity feedback at each stage of 
the project. Learn more at www.
fwps.org/bond. 

CONSTRUCTION PHASE 

Mirror Lake Elementary
Lake Grove Elementary
Wildwood Elementary 

have completed the design devel-
opment phase and are scheduled 
to begin construction in Summer 
2019. Check out images of the 
designs at www.fwps.org/bond. 
Groundbreaking ceremonies will 
be held at each school site the 
week of June 10–14.  

4 

NONDISCRIMINATION  
and EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

Federal Way Public Schools does not 
discriminate in any programs or activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin 
or ethnicity, religion, creed, sex or gender, 
sexual orientation, gender expression 
or identity, age, marital or family status, 
veteran or military status; disability, or 
the use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal. The District provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts of America and other 
designated youth groups. For more 
information: www.fwps.org

This year, we’re excited to move our 
graduation ceremonies to new 
locations, closer to home. These 

new locations allow for a more intimate 
setting for families and their graduates 
and ensure attendees don’t have to pay 
for parking near the venue. Ceremonies 
will be held at the ShoWare Center, the 
Federal Way Performing Arts and Events 
Center, and our very own, state of the art 
performing arts center located at Federal 
Way High School. All three of the new 
graduation venues are a closer distance 
for Federal Way attendees. View the 
schedule below or visit www.fwps.org/
graduation2019 for more information.

Thursday, June 6, 2019, 6 p.m.

Federal Way Performing Arts & Events 
Center

• Internet Academy
• Federal Way Open Doors
• Truman Campus

Friday, June 7, 2019, 6 p.m.

Federal Way High School Performing Arts 
Center

• TAF@Saghalie

Saturday, June 8, 2019

ShoWare Center, Kent

• Thomas Jefferson High School, 8 a.m.
• Decatur High School, Noon
• Federal Way High School, 4 p.m.
• Todd Beamer High School, 7 p.m.

2 019  G R A D U A T I O N S

Are you interested in receiving bond project updates via email? 
Send us an email at comments@fwps.org with your name 
and contact information, as well as which school(s) you are 
interested in, and we will add you to our email list.
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